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Focus on NiloFocus on Nilo--Saharan and Afrosiatic languagesSaharan and Afrosiatic languages
(mainly Omotic) in northeastern Africa(mainly Omotic) in northeastern Africa

Main reasons for the selection of themes:Main reasons for the selection of themes:

�� A former contact zone (typological coherence)A former contact zone (typological coherence)

�� Interesting areal and genetic variation in the expressionInteresting areal and genetic variation in the expression
ofof argument structure and discourse structureargument structure and discourse structure
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�� ““Dynamic comparisonDynamic comparison”” in the sense of Greenberg (1978) allowsin the sense of Greenberg (1978) allows
one to establish changes in grammatical systems betweenone to establish changes in grammatical systems between
genetically related languages (intragenetic comparison), whereasgenetically related languages (intragenetic comparison), whereas
intergenetic comparison allows one to establish areal dimensionsintergenetic comparison allows one to establish areal dimensions
or more universal properties of human language.or more universal properties of human language.
Greenberg, Joseph H. 1978.Greenberg, Joseph H. 1978. ““Some methods of dynamic comparisonSome methods of dynamic comparison””. In. In
Substance and Structure of LanguageSubstance and Structure of Language, J. Puhvel (ed.), 147, J. Puhvel (ed.), 147--203. Berkeley and Los203. Berkeley and Los
Angeles: University of California Press.Angeles: University of California Press.

�� (You would go crazy otherwise with all these languages and(You would go crazy otherwise with all these languages and
plethora of forms)plethora of forms)
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A (former) typological zone:A (former) typological zone:
Cushitic, Omotic, EthiopianCushitic, Omotic, Ethiopian
Semitic, NiloSemitic, Nilo--SaharanSaharan
languages from Chad in thelanguages from Chad in the
West to Ethiopia and EritreaWest to Ethiopia and Eritrea
in the Eastin the East

-- Constituent order: Type D (verbConstituent order: Type D (verb--
final languages)final languages)

-- Extensive case markingExtensive case marking

•• A former contact zone (Heine 1976)A former contact zone (Heine 1976)

Heine, Bernd. 1976.Heine, Bernd. 1976. A Typology of African Languages Based on the Order ofA Typology of African Languages Based on the Order of
Meaningful UnitsMeaningful Units.. Berlin: Dietrich Reimer.Berlin: Dietrich Reimer.
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•• Extending the typology (Dimmendaal 2008):Extending the typology (Dimmendaal 2008):

-- Converbs (Converbs (‘‘having bought a ticket, having taken the train tohaving bought a ticket, having taken the train to
Leipzig, having found the hotel, having refreshed herself a bit,Leipzig, having found the hotel, having refreshed herself a bit,
she went to the universityshe went to the university’’))

-- Frequent use of coverb plus light verb (Frequent use of coverb plus light verb (‘‘coverb plus do/saycoverb plus do/say’’) as a) as a
lexical strategylexical strategy

-- ((•• Other areal features include the number marking system:Other areal features include the number marking system:
singulatives, collectives, transnumeral forms)singulatives, collectives, transnumeral forms)
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A brief note on the culturalA brief note on the cultural--historical background:historical background:
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TThe Yellow Nile (Wadi Howar) as a former riverine systemhe Yellow Nile (Wadi Howar) as a former riverine system
between:between:

-- The Ennedi Mountains (Chad) and the Nile between approximately 8The Ennedi Mountains (Chad) and the Nile between approximately 8000 BC000 BC
and 1000 BCand 1000 BC

-- Archaeological evidence for the spreading of material culture inArchaeological evidence for the spreading of material culture in this areathis area

-- Exchange of material culture presupposes language contact and (uExchange of material culture presupposes language contact and (undernder
normal circumstances) multilingualismnormal circumstances) multilingualism

-- Spreading of typological features as a linguistic reflexSpreading of typological features as a linguistic reflex

Reference:Reference: Dimmendaal, Gerrit J. 2007. Eastern Sudanic and the Wadi HowarDimmendaal, Gerrit J. 2007. Eastern Sudanic and the Wadi Howar
and Wadi El Milkand Wadi El Milk diaspora.diaspora. Sprache und Geschichte in AfrikaSprache und Geschichte in Afrika 18:3718:37--67.67.
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�� Greenberg (1963) as a classic contributionGreenberg (1963) as a classic contribution

-- Statistically relevant correlations between theStatistically relevant correlations between the
position of the verbposition of the verb and the position ofand the position of
adpositions or auxiliariesadpositions or auxiliaries

-- Greenberg, Joseph H. 1963. Some universals of word order withGreenberg, Joseph H. 1963. Some universals of word order with
particular reference to the order of meaningful units. In Josephparticular reference to the order of meaningful units. In Joseph
H.H. Greenberg (ed.),Greenberg (ed.), Universals of LanguageUniversals of Language, pp. 73, pp. 73--113. Cambridge,113. Cambridge,
MA: MIT Press.MA: MIT Press.
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The limited value of word order (or constituentThe limited value of word order (or constituent
order) typology fromorder) typology from a modern typologicala modern typological

perspectiveperspective

-- Numerous counter examplesNumerous counter examples

-- Not always easy to determine theNot always easy to determine the ““basic word order / constituentbasic word order / constituent
orderorder”” in a languagein a language

-- Constituent order predictor of very few other, e.g.Constituent order predictor of very few other, e.g.
morphosyntactic properties of a languagemorphosyntactic properties of a language
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�� An example (see Dimmendaal 2008 for further discussion):An example (see Dimmendaal 2008 for further discussion):

-- Ijo: VerbIjo: Verb--final languages in the Nigerfinal languages in the Niger--Delta (Nigeria) share very fewDelta (Nigeria) share very few
typologically interesting features with verbtypologically interesting features with verb--final languages infinal languages in northnorth--easterneastern
Africa:Africa:

-- Case versus its absence in Ijo (and rigidity of constituent ordeCase versus its absence in Ijo (and rigidity of constituent order)r)

-- Syntactic behaviour of major categories such as the noun, the veSyntactic behaviour of major categories such as the noun, the verb,rb,
or postpositions rather differentor postpositions rather different

-- Verb serialization (Ijo) as a lexical and syntactic strategy asVerb serialization (Ijo) as a lexical and syntactic strategy as againstagainst
case marking (or marking on the verb)case marking (or marking on the verb)

-- Major differences in narrative discourseMajor differences in narrative discourse
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Topics:Topics:

1.1. Case: Focus on Differential Object Marking (in order toCase: Focus on Differential Object Marking (in order to
understand some of the dynamics behind the reinterpretation ofunderstand some of the dynamics behind the reinterpretation of
casecase--marking systems)marking systems)

2.2. Case: Focus on ergativity and Marked Nominative systems (as aCase: Focus on ergativity and Marked Nominative systems (as a
separate development, and, in the case of Marked Nominatives,separate development, and, in the case of Marked Nominatives,
universally rare feature)universally rare feature)

3.3. Active alignment as a neglected property of languages in theActive alignment as a neglected property of languages in the
areaarea

4.4. Converbs as a discourse strategy (again, as a neglected propertyConverbs as a discourse strategy (again, as a neglected property,,
and as an interesting discourse feature)and as an interesting discourse feature)
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1. DIFFERENTIAL OBJECT1. DIFFERENTIAL OBJECT
MARKINGMARKING
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Case in AfricaCase in Africa-- Christa KChrista Köönignig
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�� Bossong, Georg. 1985.Bossong, Georg. 1985. Empirische Universalienforschung:Empirische Universalienforschung:
Differentielle Objektmarkierung in den neuiranischen Sprachen.Differentielle Objektmarkierung in den neuiranischen Sprachen.
TTüübingen: Gunter Narr.bingen: Gunter Narr.

�� Amberber, Mengistu. 2009. Differential case marking ofAmberber, Mengistu. 2009. Differential case marking of
arguments inarguments in Amharic. In Malchukov and SpencerAmharic. In Malchukov and Spencer
(eds.),(eds.), The Oxford Handbook ofThe Oxford Handbook of CaseCase, pp. 742, pp. 742--755.755.
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-- In spite of its widespread nature in the NiloIn spite of its widespread nature in the Nilo--
Saharan phylum, the differential marking ofSaharan phylum, the differential marking of
objects as constituents with or without anobjects as constituents with or without an
explicit case marker has gone virtually unnoticedexplicit case marker has gone virtually unnoticed
in the typological literature (Dimmendaal 2010).in the typological literature (Dimmendaal 2010).
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DOM in AmharicDOM in Amharic
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�� NiloNilo--SaharanSaharan
�� I. Central SudanicI. Central Sudanic
�� II. Northeastern NiloII. Northeastern Nilo--SaharanSaharan
�� SaharanSaharan
�� MabanMaban
�� BertaBerta
�� FurFur
�� KunamaKunama
�� Eastern SudanicEastern Sudanic

-- Northern subgroup (Taman, Nubian, Nimang andNorthern subgroup (Taman, Nubian, Nimang and
Affiti, Nara)Affiti, Nara)

-- Central (Jebel languages)Central (Jebel languages)
-- Southern (Daju group, Temein and Keiga Jirru,Southern (Daju group, Temein and Keiga Jirru,

Surmic, Nilotic)Surmic, Nilotic)
Summer School on Language Typology
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Accusative case marker (dependent-marking strategy)
Nichols, Johanna. 1986. Head-marking and dependent-marking grammar.
Language 62:56-119.
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Tama basic properties:Tama basic properties:

�� VerbVerb--finalfinal

�� Case: Morphologically unmarkedCase: Morphologically unmarked
NominativeNominative

�� DOMDOM

�� Summary of Dimmendaal (2010); on cdSummary of Dimmendaal (2010); on cd--rom as pdfrom as pdf--filefile
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Fur basic properties:Fur basic properties:

�� VerbVerb--finalfinal

�� Case: morphologically unmarked NominativeCase: morphologically unmarked Nominative

�� Accusative case marker as a clitical element (as is commonAccusative case marker as a clitical element (as is common
across Niloacross Nilo--Saharan)Saharan)

�� CrossCross--reference marking for A and S on verbreference marking for A and S on verb

�� Waag, Christine. To appear.Waag, Christine. To appear. The Fur Verb and its Context.The Fur Verb and its Context.
Cologne: RCologne: Rüüdiger Kdiger Kööppe.ppe.
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�� Sasse (1987: 568)Sasse (1987: 568)
“…“…we can say that the thetic type of statement is used wheneverwe can say that the thetic type of statement is used whenever
the speaker assumes that the hearer expects unitary informationthe speaker assumes that the hearer expects unitary information
to be given about the whole situation in question, and theto be given about the whole situation in question, and the
categorical type of expression is used whenever he assumes thatcategorical type of expression is used whenever he assumes that
the hearer expects information units about the constituent partsthe hearer expects information units about the constituent parts
to be built up successively.to be built up successively.”” An alternative way of presenting thisAn alternative way of presenting this
condition would be by saying that in a thetic statement thecondition would be by saying that in a thetic statement the
speaker wants the hearer to interpret the utterance as unitaryspeaker wants the hearer to interpret the utterance as unitary
information, whereas with a categorical statement the speakerinformation, whereas with a categorical statement the speaker
wants the hearer to build up the information units successively.wants the hearer to build up the information units successively.
Sasse (1987: 511) further points out thatSasse (1987: 511) further points out that “…“…categoricalcategorical
sentences contain a predication base about which some state ofsentences contain a predication base about which some state of
affairs is predicated, while thetic sentences are simpleaffairs is predicated, while thetic sentences are simple
nonpredicative assertions of states of affairs.nonpredicative assertions of states of affairs.””

Sasse, HansSasse, Hans--JJüürgen. 1987. The thetic/categorical distinction revisited.rgen. 1987. The thetic/categorical distinction revisited. LinguisticsLinguistics 25: 51125: 511--580.580.
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Maba basic properties:Maba basic properties:

�� VerbVerb--finalfinal

�� Case: morphologically unmarked NominativeCase: morphologically unmarked Nominative

�� CrossCross--reference marking on verb for S, A, and Oreference marking on verb for S, A, and O

�� Weiss, Doris. 2009. Phonologie et morphosyntaxe duWeiss, Doris. 2009. Phonologie et morphosyntaxe du
maba. Thmaba. Thèèse de doctorat, Universitse de doctorat, Universitéé LumiLumièèrere
Lyon 2.Lyon 2.
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Ghulfan (Uncunwee)Ghulfan (Uncunwee)
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Source:Source:

�� Jakobi, Angelika. 2009. Differential ObjectJakobi, Angelika. 2009. Differential Object
Marking in Uncunwee (Kordofan Nubian).Marking in Uncunwee (Kordofan Nubian).
Paper presented at the 6th World Congress ofPaper presented at the 6th World Congress of
African Linguistics, University of Cologne.African Linguistics, University of Cologne.
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Hierarchy as proposed by Aissen (2003)Hierarchy as proposed by Aissen (2003)

Personal pronoun > proper name > definite NP > indefinitePersonal pronoun > proper name > definite NP > indefinite
specific NP > nonspecific NP > non--specific NPspecific NP

Aissen, Judith. 2003. Differential Object Marking: IconicityAissen, Judith. 2003. Differential Object Marking: Iconicity
versus Economyversus Economy. Natural Language and Linguistic Theory. Natural Language and Linguistic Theory 21: 43521: 435--
483.483.

�� There are no categories of nominals or pronominal forms inThere are no categories of nominals or pronominal forms in
Ghulfan for which object marking is obligatory except forGhulfan for which object marking is obligatory except for
proper names. This contradicts the hierarchy proposed in Aissenproper names. This contradicts the hierarchy proposed in Aissen
(2003), where pronouns are ranked higher than proper names on(2003), where pronouns are ranked higher than proper names on
the definiteness scale, and thus are more likely to be marked fothe definiteness scale, and thus are more likely to be marked forr
case.case.
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�� Disambiguation of argument roles is a crucial functionDisambiguation of argument roles is a crucial function
of DOM crossof DOM cross--linguistically. Animate and specificlinguistically. Animate and specific
(definite) noun phrases and pronouns, as highly(definite) noun phrases and pronouns, as highly
prominent constituents in the discourse, are more likelyprominent constituents in the discourse, are more likely
to be overtly caseto be overtly case--marked than other constituents inmarked than other constituents in
this respect.this respect.

�� NNææss (2007):ss (2007):
The prototypical Agent is [+volitional] [+instigating] [The prototypical Agent is [+volitional] [+instigating] [––
affected]. Volition requires animacy. Therefore, aaffected]. Volition requires animacy. Therefore, a
prototypical transitive situation involves twoprototypical transitive situation involves two
participants, which are both human beings, or at leastparticipants, which are both human beings, or at least
animate.animate.
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�� DOM marks the object in a situation in which A(gent) andDOM marks the object in a situation in which A(gent) and
O(bject) are maximally semantically distinct as in the prototypiO(bject) are maximally semantically distinct as in the prototypicalcal
transitive situation (i.e. with O as a [transitive situation (i.e. with O as a [––volitional][volitional][––instigating]instigating]
[+affected] participant).[+affected] participant).

�� The Accusative case should be regarded as a marker of highThe Accusative case should be regarded as a marker of high
affectedness of objects. Where the case marker correlates withaffectedness of objects. Where the case marker correlates with
definiteness and/or animacy, this is a consequence of the waydefiniteness and/or animacy, this is a consequence of the way
these properties are used as criteria for judging the degree ofthese properties are used as criteria for judging the degree of
affectedness of an object .affectedness of an object .

�� A situation is most significant if the affected participant is aA situation is most significant if the affected participant is a
human being and the least significant for inanimate items.human being and the least significant for inanimate items.

NNææss,ss, ÅÅshild. 2007.shild. 2007. Prototypical TransitivityPrototypical Transitivity: Amsterdam and Philadelphia: John: Amsterdam and Philadelphia: John
Benjamins. NBenjamins. Nææss,ss, ÅÅshild. 2007.shild. 2007. Prototypical TransitivityPrototypical Transitivity: Amsterdam and Philadelphia:: Amsterdam and Philadelphia:
John Benjamins.John Benjamins.
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Also compare Hopper andAlso compare Hopper and
Thompson (1980):Thompson (1980):
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Food for theoreticians:Food for theoreticians:

�� DOMDOM--marking is not restricted tomarking is not restricted to
prototypical Patient roles. It extends toprototypical Patient roles. It extends to
Beneficiary, Recipient, but also to Direction,Beneficiary, Recipient, but also to Direction,
and Time.and Time.

Fadicca (Nubian)Fadicca (Nubian)
ay issaay issa--g ka kabg ka kab--isis
I justI just--ACC have eatenACC have eaten
‘‘I have just eatenI have just eaten’’
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�� The same phenomenon is attested for OldThe same phenomenon is attested for Old
Nubian, whereNubian, where --ka is used as an Accusativeka is used as an Accusative
marker expressing Patient or Direction , but alsomarker expressing Patient or Direction , but also
temporal expressions denoting duration.temporal expressions denoting duration.

�� Kievit and Kievit (2009: 56) mention the factKievit and Kievit (2009: 56) mention the fact
that in the Semitic language Tigrinya thethat in the Semitic language Tigrinya the
Accusative case marker niAccusative case marker ni-- or nor nää-- may bemay be
attached to nominal phrases expressing Patientattached to nominal phrases expressing Patient
roles, but also to phrases expressing Direction,roles, but also to phrases expressing Direction,
Purpose, Addressee, Recipient and BeneficiaryPurpose, Addressee, Recipient and Beneficiary
of an action.of an action.
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Conclusion:Conclusion:
�� Within Afroasiatic, Differential Object Marking (DOM) is foundWithin Afroasiatic, Differential Object Marking (DOM) is found

in Central Cushitic. Context between Afroasiatic languagesin Central Cushitic. Context between Afroasiatic languages
belonging to this type and Nilobelonging to this type and Nilo--Saharan may have resulted in theSaharan may have resulted in the
development of case and DOM Nilodevelopment of case and DOM Nilo--Saharan.Saharan.

�� The governing principles in these NiloThe governing principles in these Nilo--Saharan languages are inSaharan languages are in
accordance with more general principles of discourseaccordance with more general principles of discourse
prominence, involving features like animacy and definiteness.prominence, involving features like animacy and definiteness.

�� But the data from this phylum also suggest that this twoBut the data from this phylum also suggest that this two--
dimensional system needs to be extended into anotherdimensional system needs to be extended into another
dimension, the categorical/thetic contrast. In other words,dimension, the categorical/thetic contrast. In other words,
assignment of Accusative case is semantically and pragmaticallyassignment of Accusative case is semantically and pragmatically
based.based.


